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FROM QUINLAN MUSCAT 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: FHWA-OMANI COOPERATION HOPES DIM 

1. SINCE HIS RETURN FROM DISCUSSIONS IN WASHINGTON, ECON ADVISER 
TOWNSEND HAS TOLD US THAT FHWA IS UNABLE TO BID AS REQUIRED 
UNDER IBRD RULES FOR ESTABLISHING HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION IN 
OMAN. BOTH TOWNSEND AND MIN COMMUNICATIONS WOULD RATHER HAVE 
IBRD WITHOUT FHWA THAN VICE VERSA. 

2. MIN COMMUNICATIONS UNDERSECRETARY AL-MAAMARI ADVISED THAT 
THREE US AND THREE "CONTINENTAL" FIRMS ARE LIKELY TO BID ON IBRD 
PROPOSAL. TOWNSEND SAYS TWO OF US FIRMS ARE JORGENSEN ASSOCIATES, 
P.O.BOX 595, GAITHERSBURG, MD„ AND LOUIS BURGER. 

3. THOUGH US FIRMS WELL REGARDED BY OMANIS, ESPECIALLY IN THIS 
FIELD, THEY'RE LIKELY TO COME A BIT STEEP. IS THERE ANY WAY FHWA 
CAN BE USED TO BEEF UP US PRIVATE PROPOSALS? 
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